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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 37-50 are objected to because of the following informalities: In order for a 
computer readable medium type claim to be considered statutory, an implication of 
execution of the medium must be present. An example of an acceptable preamble. to 
claim 37 would be "A computer-readable medium including instructions for simulating 
the design of an integrated circuit from one process to another process that when 
executed on a computer cause the computer to perform a method comprising: 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hall, US 
Patent No. 5,936,868. 

In reference to claim 1 , Hall teaches translating select device parameters in a 
first database associated with a first process to device parameters in a second 
database associated with a second process (column 3, lines 39-48), and displaying a 
design based on the device parameters in the second database (column 3, lines 54-57). 
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In reference to claims 2-5, Hall teaches wherein the select device parameters are 
resistance, capacitance, and geometry parameters and wherein selected parameters 
from the 1 st circuit design are retained in the 2 nd circuit design (column 7, line 21 - 
column 8 line 40). 

In reference to claims 6-7, Hall teaches schematic design and layout displays 
(column 1, lines 50-60, column 2, lines 15-29, and column 3, lines 54-57). 

In reference to claim 8, Hall teaches mapping mask layers (Figures 1A-5C). 

In reference to claim 9, Hall teaches selectively adding extra interconnect layers 
(column 8, lines 33-40). 

In reference to claim 10, Hall teaches preserving instance names between the 1 st 
and 2 nd databases (column 3, lines 39-48). 

In reference to claim 1 1 , Hall teaches checking and correcting grid and line mode 
automatically (column 2, lines 15-29). 

Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yin, US 
Patent No. 6,298,469. 

In reference to claim In reference to claim 1 , Yin teaches translating select device 
parameters in a first database associated with a first process (Figures 1 and 3, 115, 
115, 118, and 120) to device parameters in a second database associated with a 
second process (Figure 3, 303, 308), and displaying a design based on the device 
parameters in the second database (Column lines 19-60). 
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In reference to claims 2-5 and 8-10, Yin teaches converting cell placements and 
interconnectivity wires from one coordinate system to another and in so doing, a 
completely new database (physical, place & route and netlist) of the integrated circuit 
are created (generated) for new manufacturing process (column 4, lines 43 - 67). 

In reference to claims 6-7 and 11-13, Yin teaches wherein the methodology is 
performed in a graphical interface environment with the ability to display the steps being 
performed (Column lines 19-60). 

In reference to claim 14, Yin teaches setting translation options (Column 3, lines 
23-42), reading original schematic and layout informations (Figures 1 and 3, 115, 115, 
118, and 120), translating the schematic and layout informations (Figure 3, 303, 308) 
and outputting parameters of the translated schematic and layout informations (column 
5, lines 4 -24). 

In reference to claims 15-25, Yin teaches converting cell placements and 
interconnectivity wires from one coordinate system to another and in so doing, a 
completely new database (physical, place & route and netlist) of the integrated circuit 
are created (generated) for new manufacturing process (column 4, lines 43 - 67). 

In reference to claims 26-27, Yin teaches creating and reading a configuration file 
wherein the configuration file comprises at least one of the functions in the group of 
functions comprising, mapping devices, mapping terminals, mapping mask layers, 
mapping parameters, inserting original device parameters, creating polarity and rotation, 
defining resistor and capacitor options, defining interconnect options and defining 
functions to be triggered after translation (column 4, lines 43 - 67). 
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In reference to claims 29-36 Yin teaches wherein the methodology is performed 
in a graphical interface environment with the ability to display the steps being performed 
(Column lines 19-60). 

In reference to claims 37-50 drawn to a computer readable medium containing 
instruction for performing the methods rejected in claims 14-36 above, the same 
rejection applies. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hall, US Patent No. 5,936,868. 

In reference to claims 12 and 13, Hall teaches claim 1 as described above. Hall 
further teaches displaying both the original and updated designs (column 3, line 54 - 
column 4, line 8). While Hall does not explicitly teach displaying both the original and 
updated designs side by side, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the 
time of invention to display both the original and updated designs side by side because 
it would allow the user to see the changes made between the two designs. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brandon W. Bowers whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-1888. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am until 5:00 pm 
Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Smith can be reached on (571)272-1907. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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